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Interview with Professor Richard Frackowiack, BNA President

How would you describe the role of the BNA?
To create a friendly environment within which young
neuroscientists can exchange information, create
networks that will be useful in their careers, expose them-
selves to their peers in an atmosphere that is
rigorous but less intimidating than at major internation-
al meetings and to have a fun time with people who have
similar interests but different experiences of neuro-
science.

How do you see neuroscience informing clinical
neurology and vice versa?
Science generates pathogenic ideas that clinical neurology
needs to translate into diagnostic tests. It identifies thera-
peutic targets and treatments that clinical neurology must
assess and evaluate. Clinical neurology poses relevant
problems and provides material for investigation. The
methods of rigorous science in controlled systems and
observational science in humans must be appreciated by
both constituencies so that relevant questions are asked
and answered.

Is there an increasing need for neurologists and
neuroscientists to work together, given the drive towards
making all research clinically relevant?
Blue skies research is very important but so is problem
solving. Our paymasters demand relevance and so, as a
scientific constituency that deals with human ailments
like dementia, stroke, neurodegeneration and develop-
mental disorders – all of which are increasing with an
enlarging and ageing population – we are in the
spotlight and must deliver. The rapid translation from
basic science to treatment is vital, especially in times of
crisis (eg AIDS).

In other areas such as rehabilitation from brain injury
the opportunities for progress are so new that clinicians
and scientists must work together to understand what
each is attempting to achieve. In general I believe that in
modern science co-operation is better than bitter
rivalry, or worse still any desire to maintain disciplinary
purity.

How can we involve more clinical members in the work
of the BNA?
By advertising, by encouragement, by indicating how
much clinicians have to gain from exposing their work in
a wider scientific forum and vice versa. By providing an
intellectual as opposed to a professional home.

Do you think there is a problem in the UK that neurolo-
gists in training are being dissuaded from undertaking
neuroscientific research?
There are problems arising from the rigid control of
training numbers in neurological medicine. It is
important that bright research hungry young clinicians
do not become disenchanted because they see academic
careers as disadvantageous in achieving professional
status. Clinical scientific role models are important.
The excitement of good science is more important still,
as is the support of an intellectually challenging peer
group.

What are your aspirations for British Neuroscience, and
the BNA in particular over the next ten years?
British Neuroscience was the tops in the 50s and 60s.
Funding for young neuroscientists is relatively good, there
is no reason why we should not become tops again. The
size of the UK is a problem, especially in comparison with
our main competitor, the all-dominant USA. The solu-
tion in my eyes lies in Europe. There are so many intelli-
gent, bright, numerate and ambitious neuroscientists on
our continent, so many good laboratories to go to, to
learn from. There are so many sources of funding to move
and taste the different expertise and cultures in Europe
that it should not be beyond us to look outwards, to
escape from national parochialism and to embrace a
European view of excellence in our field.

For those contemplating following in your footsteps can
you estimate how much of your time is going to be spent
on society business? Will you have to give up any of your
clinical work?
Time will tell!
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Professor Richard Frackowiak has recently been appointed to the presidency of the BNA. He is a rare breed, in that he is
well respected both by clinical neurologists and neuroscientists. His research over the years has been impressive to say the
least, with huge numbers of high impact papers highlighting the power of functional imaging in normal and disease
states. He has been pioneering in the use of such scanning in delineating how the human brain actually functions
normally and what can go wrong in disease. He has enormous energy and enthusiasm and has been inspirational to many
trainee neurologists wishing to pursue careers in neurological science. He is an ideal person to take on this prestigious post,
given his work which has straddled both basic neuroscience and neurological disease, and certainly my times as his
registrar at Queen Square were memorable - RAB
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This updated second edition provides the state of the art perspective of the theory, practice and application of modern non-invasive
imaging methods employed in exploring the structural and functional architecture of the normal and diseased human brain. The unique
single-laboratory nature of this volume reflects the multi-disciplinary, integrated nature of modern imaging neuroscience. The book should
excite and intrigue all those interested in the new facts about the brain gained from neuroimaging and also those who would wish to
participate actively in this area of brain science.
● Describes everything you need to know about SPM
● Reviews major advances in cognition, perception, emotion and action
● Integrates information from studies in normal subjects and patients
● Up-to-date information in a readily accessible format and language
● Lavishly illustrated and fully referenced
● Complements rather than replaces the highly acclaimed 1st edition
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