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Treatment for excessive daytime sleepiness
The recent British
Thoracic Society
Conference saw the
launch of a new treat-
ment for the excessive
daytime sleepiness
(EDS) associated with
obstructive sleep
apnoea/hypopnea syn-
drome (OSAHS).

P r o v i g i l ®
(modafinil), an estab-
lished treatment for narcolepsy, has received a licence
extension for the treatment of EDS associated with
OSAHS. Provigil helps restore a normal pattern of daytime
alertness and is said to be a major new development in the
treatment of OSAHS, an under-recognised and under-

diagnosed disorder.
Around 700,000 Britons

suffer from OSAHS. During
sleep, the upper airway col-
lapses, causing an apnoea, in
which the person stops
breathing for up to 60 sec-
onds. In response to the
resulting low and dangerous
oxygen levels,

The brain wakes the 
sufferer so that breathing can

resume.The disturbances to sleep resulting from apnoeas
can lead to excessive daytime sleepiness - the symptom
that Provigil is now licensed to treat.

For medical enquiries on Provigil, please call Cephalon's
Medical Information Department on 0800 783 4869.

Video for
Physiotherapists
in PD 

‘Common mobility problems in
Parkinson's disease and how to
address them’ is a video by Mariella
Graziano, physiotherapist, made
with the support of The
Association of Physiotherapists in
Parkinson's disease Europe
(APPDE). The video shows simple
and effective ways to overcome
some of the movement difficulties
associated with Parkinson's dis-
ease. It gives useful ideas on how
to manage freezing, getting out of a
chair, walking and doing two things
at once. It will be of great help to
people with Parkinson's disease,
their carers and also an excellent
resource for the multidisciplinary-
team.

The video includes a license so that
you can show it to patients. It is
available for 35 euros and can
be purchased on line from:
w w w . p a r k i n s o n i n f o . d k / w w w -
uk/shop.htm

Autonomic Failure - A Textbook of Clinical Disorders of the Autonomic Nervous System
Fourth edition: C J Mathias & R Bannister - ISBN 0-19-262850-X 

This fourth edition of Autonomic Failure covers the many recent advances made in our understanding of the autonomic nervous
system.There are 20 new chapters and extensive revisions of all other contributions. It explains how to distinguish autonomic
disorders from underlying primary disorders, and thus how to improve investigation, diagnosis and clinical management. It also
gives practical information on physiological, pharmacological, neurochemical and neurohistological investigative techniques.

"... a book that no neurologist or indeed anyone with an interest in the autonomic nervous system can afford to be without ...
strongly recommended." British Journal of Hospital Medicine.

SPECIAL PRICE FOR READERS OF ACNR! £55 (normal price £75).To order telephone 01536 741727 and quote code
ABACNR03. For more information and full contents see the website at www.oup.com/uk/isbn/0-19-262850-X

The Vagus Nerve Stimulation (VNS) Therapy System is
indicated for use as an adjunctive therapy in reducing
the frequency of seizures in patients whose epileptic
disorder is dominated by partial seizures (with or
without secondary generalisation) or generalised
seizures, which are refractory to antiepileptic medica-
tion.

There are now over 17,000 patients worldwide
implanted with VNS. Cyberonics have continued to
develop their website to support the increasing num-
ber of professionals, patients and families looking for
current information and guidance on VNS therapy.The
site, which contains up to date newsletters, informa-
tion leaflets and contact details for all Cyberonics UK

staff, can be accessed through www.vnstherapy.com/international
Healthcare professionals may register on the site to receive regular updates via the eNewsletter system, this

provides summaries and abstracts of the most up to date clinical data on VNS therapy for both Adult and
Paediatrics. Professionals, patients and families may also use the site to download information in PDF format or
alternatively a full information pack can be requested and posted to a named address.

VNS Therapy Web Site

New cross sectional imaging suite at William Harvey Hospital
Damien Green, MP for Ashford recently performed the official opening ceremony at the Cross
sectional Imaging Suite of the William Harvey Hospital in East Kent.

This new suite provides state of the art cross sectional imaging in both CT and MR for the
hospital and also other surrounding hospitals.The unit was purpose built and is equipped with
a Siemens SOMATOM Multislice CT providing high resolution multislice imaging at low patient
doses, and a Siemens MAGNETOM Symphony MRI scanner with world class Quantum gradi-
ents allowing a wide spectrum of applications.

Steve Griffiths, the Radiology Manager, is delighted with the installation and service support
that has resulted in an enhanced range of investigations and increased throughput for the local
area.

Steve said that the Syngo platform supporting both the CT and MR scanners aids the devel-
opment of all staff to multi-skill, which is in line with their policy of staff development and role
extension.

For more information contact Mike Bell on Tel. 01344 396317.
Pictured around the SOMATOM CT scanner are (L to R), Seonaid Floyd, Senior
Radiographer, Meryl Davenport, Siemens, Sharon Smith, Senior Radiographer, James
Coombes, Senior Radiographer, Alan Steward, Siemens, Debbie Mallon, Cross
Sectional Imaging Superintendent and Dr David Rand, Lead Consultant Radiologist.
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Portable
telemetry system

Micromed are pleased to
announce the first truly
portable telemetry system,
which enables the user to
record over 24-hours of video
EEG. This is in keeping with
Micromed's reputation of pro-
viding real features that offer
the user real benefits.

Can I record Video EEG on the
ward? = YES
Can I record Video EEG on
ICU? = YES
Can I record Video EEG on the
Neo-natal ward? = YES
Can I record Video EEG at our
satellite site? = YES
Can I see the product today? =
YES
Can the system carry out sleep
analysis? = YES

For further information, please
contact Micromed at 11, Drakes
Way, Mayford, Woking, Surrey.
GU22 0NX. Tel. 01483 728822
Fax. - 01483 755663, E-Mail.
mmeduk@aol.com

Neurological Therapeutics: Principles and Practice
“Diagnose and dismiss”.This was the often-cited summary of the role of the neurolo-
gist. Few predicted the rapid evolution of the field of neurological therapeutics and
therefore a comprehensive textbook focused primarily on therapeutics has become
essential.

Martin Dunitz is therefore delighted to announce the publication of Neurological
Therapeutics: Principles and Practice. This two-volume reference-text and companion
volume provide a source that is both authoritative and accessible for daily use.
Including thirteen major subspecialty groupings of neurological diseases and disorders,
with comprehensive summary tables and informative figures, and supporting recom-
mendations, it guides treatment decisions for effective and efficient patient manage-
ment in the busy clinic setting.

More than 270 major topics are covered by 345 internationally-renowned con-
tributors in more than 3000 pages.The companion volume contains many of the 600
illustrations for quick and easy reference.

A must-buy for every neurologist. Order before 31st July at the 15% discounted
price of £225! Tel: 020 7842 2000.

April 2003 • 8 _ x 11 • 3,120 pp • £275 • 1-85317-623-0 • 240 line drawings •
302 halftones • 37 full-colour images • 2 volume set with companion volume

Neuroscan (www.neuro.com), the leading provider of
computer software and supportive hardware for the
advanced study of EEG, has found a new home in the UK
and Ireland. Advanced Medical Equipment Ltd has been
appointed as the new distributor in these two territories.
Neuroscan is known around the globe as the provider of
technologies for high-density EEG/EP recording and analy-
sis, dipole source localisation, multi-modal neuroimaging
and EEG/EP-fMRI integration. “We are very excited of
course about becoming Neuroscan distributors in these
two important territories”, says Miguel Rodriguez,
Managing Director of AME. “This is an exciting time to be
linked with Neuroscan. They are currently undergoing
a period of change, and these changes include a return
to their old primary focus to research”. Neuroscan

recently announced their acquisition by Compumedics
(www.compumedics.com) a leading manufacturer of diag-
nostic equipment for sleep research and neurophysiology
based in Melbourne,Australia.

It was also announced that AME sister companies
Intelimed Ibérica SL, based in Madrid and Intelimed SA de
CV based in Mexico City are the new Neuroscan distribu-
tors for Spain and Latin America respectively.

For further information please contact AME on 01403
260156 or visit www.advancedmedicalequipment.com

Advanced Medical Equipment Ltd becomes Neuroscan distributor
in the UK and Ireland

ambion.com
PRODUCT INFORMATION

DetailsWeb Address

Ambion (Europe) Ltd: The RNA resource from
the RNA company. Information, research papers,
developments, technologies, protocols, products,
and manuals for RNA manipulations.

camb-labs.com
Cambridge Laboratories: Information on our
range of neurology products and useful back-
grounders on various neurological disorders. Links
to key neurological organisations and patient asso-
ciations are provided.

dunitz.co.uk

Martin Dunitz Ltd: Part of the Taylor & Francis
Group, Martin Dunitz publishes top quality, high
level medical books in areas such as cardiology,
neurology, psychiatry, oncology and urology.

epdaconferences.org

European Parkinson’s Disease Association: 5th
European PD Association meeting.

PUBLISHERS

CONFERENCES

bnpa.fsnet.co.uk

dcn.ed.ac.uk/ectmc

To list your web site in the Web Browser
call Rachael on 0131 477 2335.

acnr.co.uk

ACNR magazine: Download free PDF’s of articles
past and present and link to other sites of interest.

vnstherapy.com/
international

Cyberonics Europe:Up to date information on
Vagus Nerve Stimulation Therapy - the effective and
tolerable treatment for refractory epilepsy, includes
clinician and patient resources plus contact details
for Cyberonics.

We are delighted to announce the

launch of ACNR’s web site 

www.acnr.co.uk

New for
2003!

For those of you who struggle with
the concept of paper, you can now 

go back to your computer! ”
“

Roger Barker, Co-editor

● Download free PDFs of
current/previous issues, as well
as individual articles. 

● Join our e-mail newsletter list, to
receive site update information

● Send us your comments and 

suggestions




