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services and assessment conducted in con-
junction with manufacturers. The author® is
in the process of developing a multi-discipli-
nary seating assessment service. Around 10
patients have already been assessed in this
relatively new service and parents and carers
are being instructed in correct use of the
equipment. The notion that systems are
mobility devices is being discouraged and
usage to improve and maintain biomechan-
ics of sitting posture is explained and encour-
aged. It is too early to assess the effectiveness
of this service.

Future projects

Healthcare is evolving in the UAE, the provi-
sion for children with cerebral palsy and
other neurological disabilities will evolve and
future developments are essential in order to
deliver quality service for children with dis-
ability in general and children with spastic
CP in particular. An integrated team
approach and the provision of all spasticity
management in one centre is likely to be the
way forward for the tertiary care institutes.
Furthermore, better access and facilities for
children with CP within the school system
will be required to ensure better function and
participation in the community for children
with disability in line with the recently
approved World Health Organisation guide-
lines on this. ®
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The Association of British

Neurologists Meeting
Liverpool: June 22 26th 2009

Message from Professor Alastair Compston,
President of The Association of British Neurologists

The  Association of  British
Neurologists is moving, at least for
this year and next, to a single annual
conference in place of the spring
and autumn meetings that have
been held for many years. However,
we are also involved in one further
meeting abroad in each of the next
few years — The Netherlands (2010),
Cuba (2011) and Boston (2012).The
first annual UK-based conference
will be in Liverpool from Monday 22
June to Friday 26 June. The venue is
the spectacular new Arena and
Convention Centre situated in the heart of
Liverpool (European Capital of Culture in 2008)
on the historic world heritage waterfront
(www.accliverpool.com).

High attendance is anticipated and the
Association has set extremely competitive regis-
tration rates on the assumption that there will
be a record number of delegates. For those who
register early the cost is §350 for the whole
week, including the reception and dinner,with 2
day and 1 day rates of §275 and §£150, respective-
ly with half those costs for trainees and senior
members. Registration will close on 10 June.

The programme is thematic in eight parts
each having a scientific symposium and teach-
ing course held in parallel with free communi-
cations and including one or more plenary lec-
tures. In the session on stroke, Werner Hacke
from Heidelberg will speak on Acute manage-
ment. That is followed by an historical talk on
Sir Charles Sherrington who spent many years
in Liverpool given by Colin Blakemore — one of
Sherrington’s successors as Waynflete professor
of physiology in Oxford. Richard Johnson, from
John Hopkins University, will give the Gordon
Holmes Lecture on Global hazards of infectious
disease in the session on acute neurology, prion
diseases and viral disorders. Angela Vincent
from Oxford is the 2009 ABN Medallist and her
lecture on Immunological disorders of ion
channels is included in that part of the pro-
gramme focusing on channelopathies, muscle
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and mitochondrial disorders which
is followed by a clinico-pathological
conference presented by Andrew
Lees from Queen Square. Eduardo
Tolosa from Madrid will speak on
Clinical and genetic diversity in
Parkinson's disease in the session
on neurodegeneration and move-
ment disorders. The half-day devot-
ed to dementia and behavioural
neurology ends with a lecture by
David Owen — In sickness and in
power — in which he will argue that
political decision-making in world
leaders may be contaminated by an acquired
behavioural disorder manifesting as hubris.
Finally, Jack Griffin, also from John Hopkins
University, will give the Editors of Brain Lecture
in memory of PK Thomas (on this occasion) on
the Pathophysiology and mechanisms of
peripheral neuropathy in the session on periph-
eral nerve disease. The meeting is interspersed
with a symposium on academic neurology for
trainees and a session highlighting free commu-
nications by younger members of the
Association — Tomorrow’s world - topped and
tailed by an additional teaching course on
neuro-ophthalmology and a practical session
on how to survive as a neurologist.

The reception will be in the Merseyside
Maritime Museum on the Albert Dock. The
annual dinner is in the Liverpool Anglican
Cathedral at which Baroness llora Finlay will be
our guest and speaker. The evening will finish
with a magnificent blast on the Cathedral Organ
and a Son et lumiere performance.

All in all we hope that this much changed
structure of the scientific meeting of the
Association will appeal to all our members —
young and old, NHS and academic appointees,
and those wanting both continued professional
development and glimpses into the future
development of our rich and diverse discipline.

The organisers and Officers of the Association
look forward to seeing you in Liverpool.

Angela Vincent John Griffin Richard Johnson
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The Timing of Treatment in Parkinson's Disease - a debate chaired by Professor David Burn
A lunchtime satellite symposium — Wednesday 24th June, 2009

13:00 — 14:00, Hall 1B, Liverpool Arena & Conference Centre ] l lLe
Sponsored by Teva Pharmaceuticals Ltd and Lundbeck Ltd Ll rl — /l __CJT
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List of Exhibitors

Stand No Company Name

1
3A
3B

4
5
8
9A

1
12+13
15
16
17
19

Allergan
CMT United Kingdom

Neurological Conditions
Specialist Library

Merck Serono
Janssen - Cilag Ltd
Solvay Healthcare Limited

Teva Pharmaceuticals Ltd
and Lundbeck Ltd

Bayer Schering Pharma
Biogen Idec

Teva Pharmaceuticals Ltd
Ipsen Limited

Eisai Ltd

Cephalon UK Ltd

Stand No
20

21

22

23+24

25

27

28

Poster Area

Table Tops

Table Tops

Table Tops
Table Tops
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Company Name

Beacon Pharmaceuticals Ltd
GlaxoSmithKline

Merz Pharma UK Ltd

UCB Pharma

St George Health Care Group
Talecris

Britannia Pharmaceuticals

Wisepress Online
Bookshop

ACNR

Local Neurology Services
for the next decade RCP
Working Party

BMJ Group
Grunenthal

Secretariat Details
Confab Consulting Ltd
Trafalgar House

Grenville Place

London, NW7 3SA, UK

Tel: +44 (0) 208 906 7778
Fax: +44 (0) 208 906 7790

Visit the
ACNR stand






