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est innovations in assistive technology and is attended by
people who use, work with, develop and research on

assistive technology (AT). RAatE is held annually and attracts a

regular but diverse audience, with this year’s audience

approaching 150 over two days. The ACT Programme, a South

Yorkshire based programme of research and development and

knowledge transfer, acted as co-sponsors for 2007, and enabled

a number of overseas based keynote speakers to be brought to

the conference.

The conference started with training courses on various areas
of AT delivered by key professionals and organisations. These
short courses enabled people to reinforce or extend their skills
in some key areas. Topics covered were Alternative and
Augmentative Communication (AAC); Accessing Technology;
Paediatric Postural Management; and a workshop on Outcome
Measures in AT. The keynotes throughout the conference were
all stimulating and delivered by well renowned presenters: Dr
Branko Cellar from the Laboratory for Health Telematics in
New South Wales, Australia delivered a talk around his founding
work in Telecare; Dr Jeff Jutai, from the Lawson Health Research
Institute in London, Ontario, Canada discussed Outcome
Measures in Assistive Technology including his PIADS measure;
and Adam Walker, assistant director of Triangle, gave a user’s
perspective on AT, particularly how persistent one has to be to
secure adequate funding.

Paper sessions demonstrated the range and depth of work
occurring within AT — the number of paper submissions hav-
ing increased substantially over previous years and the high
quality of papers presented reflected this. Themes for the
papers included:

+  AAC - an innovative communication aid, project review
and task analysis were presented;

+  Outcomes — including different services’ experiences and
perspectives of different measures;

+ Telecare and housing — innovative monitoring technology
in addition to large scale research projects in housing
technology were addressed;

+ Trade presentations — the latest innovations from
companies in AAC, telecare and powered mobility;

+ New Research Programmes — updates from two new, large,
AT research, development and funding programmes;

+ Eye Gaze — two case studies of the application of this new
technology as well as development of a new eye-gaze based
device;

+  Cognitive Support — the research and development of
different systems to support people with various cognitive
difficulties;

+  Wheelchairs — research innovations in control of manual
and powered chairs, navigating and also analysing attendant
propulsion of chairs;

+ ICT - the impact of new and emerging information
technology on people with disabilities, novel AT software
applications and modelling;

+ AT devices — a wide variety of device development,
including a novel urine collection device, switch input
method and tremor compensation;

+  Telecare — evaluation of smart home technology and
location-independent monitoring using GPS.
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Workshops covered a number of areas and brought about a
range of discussion, as did the parallel papers on projects run
by the ACT programme. Workshops covered:
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+  Speech driven assistive technology — looking at the reason’s that voice is
not heavily used as an access method and feeding into the development of
a new speech controlled product;

+  Workforce development — examining the workforce requirements for
training and discussing recent initiatives in this area;

+ Bringing an AT device to market — the process of designing, developing,
manufacturing and testing an AT device and the steps required to bring
this to market were discussed.

Of note, too, was the exhibition, which was constantly ‘buzzing’ with activity
during the breaks and had an excellent range of over 20 AT exhibitors. Areas
covered within the exhibition included: powered mobility; posture manage-
ment systems; alternative and augmentative communication; voluntary sector;
environmental control; eye-gaze; telecare and telehealth.

RAatE is organised by IPEM and the RAatE Committee: Donna Cowan
(Chailey Heritage Clinical Services), Keren Down (FAST), Paul Dryer (Kings
College Foundation Trust), Colin Clayton, Sarah Vines (Croydon Wheelchair
Services), Ruth E Mayagoitia (King’s College London) & Simon Judge (Barnsley
AT Team). Check the RAatE website for details of future conferences.

Simon Judge,
Senior Clinical Scientist, Barnsley AT Team.
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